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that the Government had placed itself in line with the greatest and wisest of British traditions.
But the credit was not alone due to the British. There were among the Boers generous and high-minded men, especially General Botha and General Smuts, who could not have accepted anything less than the equality of status enjoyed by British citizens in all the Dominions, but who were ready to work for peace and conciliation on that basis. To General Botha especially, belongs the credit of having persuaded the old Dutch burghers to consent to what for many of them was a difficult act of submission.
Chinese Labour
Another burning South African question, that of Chinese labour, found its solution through the grant of self-government to the Transvaal. This, as often happens with electioneering topics, had proved a much more difficult subject for a Government to handle than for Opposition speakers to exploit on the platform. While the election of 1906 was in progress, the Law-officers and lawyers in the Government had warned the Prime Minister that a literal fulfilment of his promise to " stop forthwith the recruitment and embarkation of Chinese coolies " would involve the Government in large claims for compensation for the breach of contracts already entered into. The Prime Minister thereupon explained that the word "forthwith" must be construed as applying to "further embarkations when those already authorized were exhausted." Eventually the Government decided that, while further recruitment and the embarkation consequent upon it should be stopped, the question of dealing with the 47,000 coolies already in the country should be left to the Transvaal Government now about to be set up. This encountered some opposition from Radicals who denounced it as compromising with an evil thing, but it was in line with the new self-governing principle, and it led in practice to the speediest elimination that could have been expected of the coolie labour. After a short trial the Transvaalers, both British and Boer, decided that the drawbacks and dangers of keeping 50,000 Chinese in compounds on the Rand far outweigh^ the advantages of a cheap labour supply, and in June, ipoy, General Botha,
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